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Abstract
This research paper examines the multifaceted issue of child abuse and neglect, and argues the need to expand prevention programs for families, communities, and professionals who work with maltreated children.  There are at least six cases of child abuse reported every hour, and more than five children die from abuse each day.  A continuum of research and programs designed to understand problems associated with child maltreatment are essential for prevention. This paper will explore how much money is put into the areas of (i) prevention; (ii) prosecution; (iii) and therapeutic recovery; (iv) whether or not this formula is working; (v) a better way of using the funds; (vi) and suggestions to improve this formula.  Here we will analyze the current legal system in both Michigan and Florida, using collaborative team research data and professional input from Dr. Caroline Guardino, Assistant Professor of Deaf Education at University of North Florida. 
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Name of Organization and Bright Spot
	Dr. Caroline Anne Guardino works at the University of North Florida as an assistant professor for the Department of Exceptional Students and Deaf Education in the College of Education and Human Subjects.
Description of Mission and Purpose of Organization
and Role/Responsibility of the Bright Spot
	As the assistant professor for the Exceptional Students and Deaf department, Dr. Caroline Guardino prepares pre-service teachers to effectively work with children who have special needs. Dr. Guardino states that it is her responsibility to prepare teachers to appropriately observe, understand, and respond to their future students who may be in abusive or neglectful living situations or at-risk of becoming a victim of abuse or neglect. She also points out that her department in its current state does not have a mission related to the prevention of child abuse and neglect of those with disabilities, though she would like to see this added in the future (C. Guardino, personal communication, July 11, 2013). It is evident, however, in her department’s efforts to help those serving the deaf and exceptional population, that action is being taken to protect those children that may be victims of maltreatment; aligning their mission with the premise of our own team’s research and conclusion that preventative measures, such as spotting those at-risk, is a crucial defense against the war that is child maltreatment.
Statement of Challenge and Requested Information
as Identified by Bright Spot
	Dr. Guardino is hopeful that our team is able to determine whether or not the current legal system is working against child maltreatment; or, as she suggests, do we need to urge policy makers to provide alternative responses such as extensive therapy to those who are charged with child abuse and/or neglect? She wonders how we can improve our current social system to be proactive and to eliminate the current offenses from happening so frequently (C. Guardino, personal communication, August 4, 2013).
	As with many people, child maltreatment hits close to home with Dr. Guardino, as made evident in that she shared with us a recent news article outlining the horrific event of an eight-year-old murdered in her very own neighborhood (CNN, 2013). The article goes on to state that Donald Smith of Florida was found guilty of aggravated child abuse and sentenced to one year of county jail. Upon release, however, the perpetrator was a labeled sex offender but was able to commit another crime against another child, clearly showing signs of no rehabilitation. As a mother, this concerns Dr. Guardino, as it should the rest of us as well. Though only one case, this article stands as evidence to a system that has failed a young child and gives purpose to our researchers to delve into the prevention, prosecution, and recovery of child maltreatment, in its current state and in a state we would like to see it in.
Literature Review
	Child maltreatment is an umbrella of abuse against the young population that includes physical, sexual, and emotional harm as well as blatant neglect. Research indicates that child maltreatment is not discriminatory in terms of age, race, sex, socioeconomic status, or religion. Confirmed in an article by Golden (2000), it is evident how child maltreatment is not a new problem, and has been prevalent and researched for well over a decade, with cases reaching to 2.8 million in 1998, of which, 903,000 were substantiated by Child Protective Services (CPS).  In the same accord, preventative measures have also been studied and research by Rosenberg and Reppuci (1985), though seemingly outdated, aligned with findings by Wolfe, McMahon, and Peters (1997) that targeted at-risk demographics such as low-income or single mothers should be visited and provided with education on how to properly raise children and avoid abusive behaviors toward these children. This take on prevention appear relevant still today, as we look at the most recent statistics.
	While spending for prevention programs has been declining throughout the United States, rates of child abuse and neglect are rising (Kids Count Data Center, 2011). In our narrowed focus on the states of Florida and Michigan, we find on the Kids Count Data Center (2011) website that Florida ranks 41, and Michigan, 42, out of all 51 states based on children who are confirmed by Child Protective Services as victims of maltreatment. These numbers increase with rank, making Florida and Michigan significantly high in the numbers. In fact, between 2000 and 2011, the rate of confirmed abuse and neglect cases in Michigan rose 39 percent (French, 2013) and in 2010 alone, Florida reported more than 30,000 confirmed cases of child abuse out of 4 million children (FIU, 2010).  It is no wonder why we as researchers are curious as to why prevention programs are in a decline when the numbers show how necessary they are.
	If prevention programs are not working in their current state, we shift to look at the research that indicates incarceration after the fact is picking up the slack. Unfortunately, it proved to be too difficult to locate the statistics of those incarcerated at any one point in time due to the release and re-entering of so many doing time for child abuse and/or neglect. What was discovered, however, is the consequence of incarceration on an already abused child.  Based on a study by Murray, Farrington, and Sekol (2012) the number of children worldwide that are experiencing parental incarceration is at an unprecedented high. This study lists the furthering of negative impacts on a child who has already been abused such as increased antisocial behavior and suggests that with further research necessary, mental health could be affected as well. The studies finds that these children experience several difficulties listed as, but not limited to, “traumatic separation, loneliness, stigma, confused explanations ..., unstable childcare arrangements ... reduced income...” (pg. 1).
	It became clear to us that incarceration, with its visible effects, prevention reform should be a focus. In fact, the cost of prevention programs versus incarceration were estimated to be $43 million annually, thereby yielding a 19 to 1 cost advantage to prevention (Caldwell, 1992).  We use this information gathered by various literature to continue our research based on more aggressive policies for prevention rather than prosecution to aid in the decline of child maltreatment numbers.


Possible Solutions for Organization’s Challenge
Based on Scientific Research Findings
Prevention
Although there is no formula to calculate cost savings from child maltreatment prevention programs (Caldwell, 1992), we can determine what expenses would be reduced or eliminated if more aggressive prevention programs were instituted.  The estimated average lifetime cost per victim of nonfatal child maltreatment in 2010 was $210,012.  This includes: $32,648 in health care expenses for children; $10,530 for adult medical care; $144,360 due to lost productivity; $7,728 on child welfare expenses; $6,747 to the criminal justice system; and $7,999 in special education spending; the average estimated lifetime expenditure per death is $1,272,900, including medical costs of  $14,100 and lost productivity equaling to $1,258,800 (CDC, 2012).  
In an effort to prevent child abuse, the Child Abuse Prevention & Treatment Act (CAPTA), a state funded grant program, recognizes and supports the need to train mental health professionals, CPS workers, judges, and law enforcement personnel to carry out their child protection duties (DHHS, 2003).  Research and development in these areas are essential for families and communities seeking support from professionals to find the quality care and training needed for adequate parenting.
Prosecution
Miller-Perrin and Perrin (2013) suggests there seems to be a growing trend in the U.S. for support of safe-haven laws that allow mothers to give up their newborn babies, anonymously, and with complete immunity from being prosecuted (p. 179). Without the support of family or community training programs, young, single, and poor mothers are not typically equipped for motherhood.  The chance that an abused or neglected child will become an abuser or end up in jail, clearly points to a more serious argument for prevention.  There is a 59 percent chance that children who experience child abuse and neglect will be arrested as a youth, 28 percent as an adult, and there is a 30 percent possibility of committing a violent crime; 30 percent is also the estimated number of children that will grow up and repeat the cycle of abuse with their own children (Child Help, 2013).  
Therapeutic Recovery
According to Dr. Guardino, therapy may be cheaper for states than incarceration.  For example, there are new and improved therapeutic recovery methods for rehabilitating victims of child maltreatment and adults.  As an example, art therapy allows both children and adults to create visual images that give voice to their pain, so to speak.  Some children may not be able to verbalize what has happened to them, because younger children simply do not know how, and older children may be afraid for fear being punished (Malchiodi, 2009).  This is also true for children with disabilities who may be restricted in their ways of communicating for help or may not even be aware of their own maltreatment.  Dr. Guardino plays a significant role in helping serving adults recognize this in the populations they may be working with. 
In total, the estimated minimum cost associated with child abuse is more than $124 billion, and this amount includes funding for treatment of mental illness, persons with disabilities, law enforcement, special education, child welfare and protection, benefits for the unemployed and underemployed, and substance abuse counseling (Sundby, 2012). 
Revision of Solutions Based on Feedback from Professional
	As we focus on the necessary measures for effect means of prevention, we go back to what has been a common consensus in the last few decades, a need for individualized guidance with an emphasis on “self-help.”  Miller-Perrin and Perrin (2013) suggest family-oriented therapy that urges open discussion regarding, “failure to protect the victim from abuse, feelings of guilt and depression resulting from the abuse, appropriate forms of touch, confusion about blurred role boundaries, poor communication patterns, and the effect the abuse has had on the child (p. 142).” Along these same lines, we offer a suggestion to states across the country to condense their efforts and create only a few, rather than a handful, of programs that target at-risk families using community-based programs of prevention. 
	To create a change in relationships among these families we must first create a change in attitude in our society about the issue at hand. The voices of those affected must be heard and through this comes a change in behavior.  Change in attitude arises from a knowledgeable community that supports those who are victims of child maltreatment and even of those who may be potential perpetrators.  We suggest using a platform of implementation phases as influenced by the National Resource Center for Community-Based Child Abuse Prevention:
1. Evaluation the Situation. Ask one another, how big is the problem at hand? What are the local statistics for child abuse to use as a reference? What resources are available to the serving area? How much money will this cost?
2. Develop the Plan: Those involved will formalize partnerships; assemble resources; create a detailed plan to determine how to approach child maltreatment in the specified area, how to put this into practice, and how exactly this will be implemented. Establishing funding will also be a piece to this phase, allocating grant money and requesting funding from appropriate sources.
3. Implementation: A coaching process for those involved that ensures proper implementation and reinforces new skills among those who will be working with at-risk families or families already affected by child maltreatment.
4. Enforce Sustainability: At this point the program is implemented and families are being nurtured to by trained individuals with a common goal to eradicate child maltreatment. Evaluate the situation to find what is helpful, what is not, and evolve the program from there.
	Our research shows the need for prevention reform and through this we develop a better understanding for the issue as it relates uniquely to a specific area, since numbers of child maltreatment vary throughout the states.  If money is allocated effectively, an evaluation should be made cyclically to monitor efficacy of the program itself and prevent wasted finances.
	Though the complexity of child maltreatment is evident, we find the core premise simple: keep our children safe.  Through prevention reform and less weight put on financing incarceration, our research points to a slow but steady path to helping our children now, and in the future.
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